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Fear and Revere 
 
Many Scriptural passages commend “fear of God” as a proper and 
commendable disposition for believers. Many of us for whom fear has mostly 
negative connotations, prefer to think in terms of “revere” rather than “fear” 
as an appropriate word for describing an attitude or a spontaneous feeling in 
our relationship with anyone who is very important to us, especially God. 
 
Fear and revere sound alike, and have some relevant connections of 
meaning, but they are not synonyms. We might have fear at the thought of 
causing offense, or of losing the relationship with God or with anyone we 
trust. Usually, we fear those who can harm us or we fear suffering and pain, 
but we do not fear those we love or those who love us.  
 
When we revere God, or any other person, we think very highly of him or 
her. We can revere someone who holds a position of power and 
responsibility, or who is famous and is considered a public figure of some 
kind, but we can also revere those who might be dependent upon us as are 
children in relation to their parents or any of our peers whose attitudes, 
words, and behavior we deeply respect.   
 
Both fear and reverence arise spontaneously in our interactions with others, 
but we can choose to reflect upon our relationship with each person, and 
determine whether or not our thoughts about them match well with our 
experiences of communication and contact. When our experiences are 
positive, we might recognize that we revere those persons, whereas fear 
would arise in response to real or perceived threats.  
 
If we walk into a room where the situation is unfamiliar to us, and where a 
highly respected or well-known person whom we have never met is part of 
the gathering, we might have some initial concern about speaking or acting 
appropriately, especially if we are likely to encounter the dignitary who is 
present. If we take a moment to consider that we are not in any real danger, 
we might find that our feelings change to positive regard for those about us, 
including whoever seems to be the center of attention.  
 
In a similar way, if we have an experience of the presence of God that is not 
familiar to us, we might become fearful at first. Such an experience might 
arise in a sudden and surprising manner through a deeply felt recognition of 
transcendence while looking at the stars, the sea, or some natural scene, or 
through a reflective and deliberately prayerful exercise. With further 
reflection about our previous experiences of God, in which we have never 
been harmed in any way, we might focus our attention on the love that is 
present and so move from fear to reverence.  
 
Whenever we wish, we can consciously review our responses of fear and of 
reverence to anyone, including God. We can recall a particular interpersonal 
moment when we felt some form of fear or reverence, and then reflect on 
that experience to determine the harm or benefit we actually received.   
 
Fear and revere are, in our experiences with persons, often complements 
rather than opposites.   
